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Nanakuli Youth Win $10,000 in Farm Tank Challenge

Submitted by Kumu Michelle Pieper

Two seniors from Nanakuli are shift-
ing the narrative of the Wai‘anae Coast
on a national stage. Khiara Kaleiwahea
and Jeremiah Magallones traveled to
Atlanta, Georgia to compete in the na-
tionally recognized “Farm Tank Chal-
lenge” hosted by Big Green.
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Competing against four other sus-
tainability-focused teams from across
the country, Khiara and Jeremiah were
the only youth-led team in the compe-
tition—and they came out on top, win-
ning the $10,000 grand prize!

Representing their nonprofit orga-
nization, Hanai Kai‘ulu, the students
presented their innovative “Sustainable
Saturday” initiative—a circular econ-
omy model grounded in malama ‘dina
and community exchange. The project
diverts cardboard from landfills by
shredding it into nutrient-rich mulch for
local farmers. In return, farmers pro-
vide fresh produce that is distributed
back to community members who do-
nate cardboard. This model addresses
landfill overcapacity, soil regeneration,
food access, and youth workforce de-
velopment—while strengthening rela-
tionships between farmers, families,
and students. “We wanted to show that
solutions already exist in communities
like ours,” said Jeremiah. Khiara add-
ed, “Our community shows up. They
shred, they plant, they give. This win
belongs to Nanakuli.”

The $10,000 award will now serve a Jeremiah Magallones and Khiara Kalelwahea with Big Green's President Madeleine Nel-
Continued on page 6 son (center)
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NPAC Staging The Little Mermaid

Submitted by Robin Kitsu dents bring this musical to life on stage. skills, and to have the audience be taken
The Nanakuli High and Intermediate I want them to appreciate the hard work under the sea for two and a half hours.”
Performing Arts Center (NPAC) in- the students have put in learning their =~ Known for its vibrant costumes and
vites the community to journey under characters and applying performance Continued on page 11
the sea as it presents Disney’s '
The Little Mermaid in six per-
formances this spring at the
Nanakuli High & Intermediate
School Multi-Purpose Café.
This production features
thirty-five students in grades 3
through 12, representing mul-
tiple schools and coming to-
gether as one cast. For many,
it is not just about singing and
acting, but about building con-
fidence, leadership and team-
work across grade levels.
“This show represents what
NPAC is all about,” said Robin
Kitsu, co-director of NPAC. “I

far right) might want to be part of that world but first she has to face the
A music. King Triton (Dezarae Weatherholtz — holding the trident) is not holding back, Sebastian
want the audience to feel the (Jude Yen) has opinions, Flounder (Neliana Kamalii) looks worried and her sister (Genisty Rulloda)
joy and pride in seeing the stu- is definitely adding to the lecture

Ariel (Haley Sakakida —
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March is shaping up to be a very busy
month here on our Westside with lots
of programs, activities and more. Make
sure you check out “What’s Up on the
Westside” on page 13 to see the many
activities and community assets that are
available to our residents.

Last month’s windstorm caught many
of us by surprise. Winds in some areas
on our Westside were clocked at 70
mph and knocked down trees, power
poles and power and phone lines. It’s
a reminder that we should always be
prepared for sudden storms. Please load
the HNL Alert app hnlalert.gov to your
cell phone or mobile device to stay in-
formed. Kudos to Hawaiian Electric,
Hawaiian Tel and Spectrum for being
out there day and night trying to get
services up and running.

The 2026 Legislative session is al-
ready at the half-way point. Make sure
you stay informed on legislative bills
that are important to you and your ‘o-
hana as well as those that affect our
Westside. If you can’t make the various
hearings in person, you can submit tes-
timony online. Visit www.capitol.ha-
waii.gov for information.
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By Steve Olbrich
Please visit our Facebook page for updated events that are
happening throughout the month here on our Westside

Congratulations to the Keaulana ‘o-
hana and all the many friends, support-
ers and volunteers who helped make the
recent 49th annual Buffalo Big Board
Surfing Classic a huge success.

Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health
Center will be hosting a blood drive on
March 5 from 6 am to 1:30 pm at the
lower level of the main campus at the
center. Blood is at a critical low again
so if you can donate, please contact Eva
Galariada-Rosa at 808-220-2842.

March 17 is St. Patrick’s Day, a day
when everyone is a wee bit of “Irish-
At-Heart.” Please remember to have a
designated leprechaun drive you home
if you have too many green beers with
your corned beef and cabbage.

Spring break for our Westside public
school students is March 16 through
March 20. Several organizations are
planning activities for students so make
sure you check with them to keep those
keiki occupied during the week.

The Prince Kuhio Holiday is on
March 26, and the Wai‘anae Coast
Community Foundation will host their
6th Annual Prince Jonah Kiihio Cele-
bration on March 21 from 3 to 9 pm at
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Hawai‘i State Public
Library System

BONITUNIEY DIBIPAL |

they're here for you.

https://book.mapunawai.com

Kalania‘ole Beach Park. (see page 10).
The Prince Jonah Kiihido Kalaniana‘ole
Parade is on March 28 from 5 to 8 pm
in Kapolei.

Have you thought about furthering
your education? Well, Leeward Com-
munity College Wai‘anae Moku is hav-
ing an Open House on March 27 from
5 to 8 pm. Bring the ‘ohana and enjoy
an evening of entertainment, food and

Get ONE on ONE
Tech Help.

MATIBARUR PRUSHGE
The Community Digital Navigator (CDN) Project places trained

Digital Navigators in every public library in Hawai'i.

These navigators offer free help with email, online forms,
telehealth, job applications and more. Whether you're just
learning how to use a device or need help filling out a form,

For more information or to book your appointment visit

( WAI‘ANAE )
Mondays

910 11:30 am
Saturdays

Noon to 3 pm

NANAKULI
Mondays
1to4 pm

Wednesdays

9to 11:30 am

\ _

student showcases.

Waianae Coast Rotary Club is kick-
ing off their “96792 Pride” Amateur
Photo Contest starting this month
through June 30. Get out those cameras
and start taking photos of what makes
you proud of our Westside (Kahe Pt to
Ka‘ena Pt). (See ad on page 3). Your
photo may be selected for their upcom-
ing 2027 calendar.

Waianae High School Alumni & Community Foundation
Scholarships
Waianae High School Alumni & Community Foundation (WHSACF) is
offering student scholarship applications to all WHS Seniors and Graduating
Juniors at the school’s College & Career Center.
Deadline is March 13, 2026

NTcele

January’s question was, “In Decem-
ber’s issue, there was an article about
abandoned/neglected homes and some
of the reasons why folks abandon or ne-
glect them. Are there any city or state
programs or agencies that can help
folks (especially kupuna) with repairs
or yard services?”

No one from the city or state agencies
reached out to us, but several churches
and civic clubs did say they have vol-
unteers who could help with handy-

man-type jobs. If you are in need of
such services, reach out to your local
church or civic organization.

Now for this month’s niele question,
“I'm a visiting kupuna and am looking
for light exercise program and a so-
cial-type group for crafts or just social-
izing here during the day.”

If you know the answer or want to
ask a niele question, e-mail us at wss@
hawaii.rr.com and we’ll try to feature in
an upcoming issue.

Elsie Foster, Sally Ford, Lei?a Haff, Nikki

Centributers te this Menth’s Issue:

Louvinia Acosta, Tammy Cabral, Kat Cadirao, Kaiwiola Coakley, Kelsey Domingo,

Lisa Ontai, Michelle Pieper, Maile Shimabukuro, Kelly Stinefelt, Patty Teruya,

Deborah Thierbach, Karen Young and Beth Washburn
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of those who contributed to
their community newspaper and we invite everyone to do the same.
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Shinyei Nakamine & 100th Infantry
Battallon Memorlal Park Dedication

Please join us for a special commu-
nity celebration as Wai‘anae District
Park is officially renamed Shinyei Na-
kamine & 100th Infantry Battalion Me-
morial Park on April 11 at 10 am. This
dedication honors Shinyei Nakamine, a
proud Wai‘anae son and Medal of Hon-
or recipient who gave his life in service
to our country during World War II, as
well as the brave soldiers of the 100th
Infantry Battalion, one of the most
highly decorated units in U.S. military
history.

This event is open to the public and
all are welcome as we come togeth-
er to honor the enduring legacy of our
Wai‘anae community.

Waianae Coast Rotary Club Scholarship Program

Applications for the Waianae Coast
Rotary Club (WCRC) 2026 scholar-
ships applications for graduating high
school seniors who live in or attend
school within zip code 96792 are still
available including a $2,500 one-year
award for a student attending an in-state
Hawai‘i four-year college or university;
$2,500 one-year award for a student

attending an accredited vocational or
trade school, in-state or out-of-state;
$1,250 one-year award for a student
attending an in-state Hawai‘l two-year
community college.

Visit www.waianaecoastrotary.org or
contact@waianaecoastrotary.org or at
your school’s college and career offices.
Application Deadline: April 6, 2026

ROTARY/2027

“96792 PRIDE?’ CALENDAR!
AMATEUR PHOT0) CONTESTY

DEADLINE for receiving photos is June 30, 2026.
Winning photos will be featured in the 2027 “96792 Pride” Calendar
For more information, please visit: www.walanaecoastrotary.org

Rotary {&i9)

PEOPLE or ACTION

4) Original photos only.

farmat please.

1) Photos must be taken from anywhere between Kahe Point to
Ka'ena Point - Any place in the 96792 zip code area.

2} No more than 3 entries per parson.

3) Entrants must be amateurs — no professionals please!

5} E-mail us your digital photos in high resolution (landscape
6} Include in your e-mail: a) your name; b} your address;

c) phone number; d) e-mail address; €) title of photo;
f) location where photo was taken.

Ereil pnoies o 957 R a@nRkErEeseEs roErLorg

FOSTER REALTY INC

Poka‘i Bay Cabanas
Studio / 1 BA $190,000 (FS) 85-933 Bayview St #417
MLS# 202525250

A coveted CORNER
UNIT with both
ocean and mountain
valley views from the
large lanai. Located
directly on gorgeous
Poka'i Bay, this is a
beautifully upgraded
unit. Mewer tiles and
cabinetry with lots of
counter space. Tank-
less water heater in-
cluded, and the pop-
corn ceiling has been
removed. Excellent
location near all amenities, including grocery stores, post office, and enjoy a quick
walk to Beach House 604 for lunch, dinner, or cocktails on the ocean. Affordable
price and reasonable maintenance fees. Great for investment, second home, or liv-
ing the beach life year-round.

86-205 Moelua St.
3 BD/ 2 BA $670,000 (FS) | MLS# 202528311

This inviting residence is a
true  generational homs,
designed to serve you for
years to come, Featuring 3
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, &R
the layout is ideal for flexible |
living, with well-separated
living areas that offer privacy
and wversatility. Conwvenient-
ly located just minutes from
Wai'anae Mall, the health
center, grocery stores, nu-
merous schools, and of
course, some of Wai'anae's -

most beautiful beaches. Located in the desirable Poka’i Bay Village subdivision, this
flourishing neighborhood continues to be a top choice for those looking to plant their
roots, Come experience the comfort, potential, and aloha of this wonderful home!

Makaha Valley Plantation
2 BD /1 BA Starting at 51,700/month

| Two bedroom, one bathroom
= partly furnished condominiums
. at Makaha Valley Plantation,
| Rent includes water, basic cable,
two swimming pools, tennis
court, 24-hour security and
much more! Naxt to champion-
e ship golf course and a mile walk
d down to world famous Makaha
; Surfing Beach. Year round
resort living!

| Lel us know how we can assisi You with your real esiaie journey - we're kere io help!

TWO COMNVEMIENT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 1IN WAIZ&NP.E B WAHIAWA]

96792 Prowd!
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Wai‘anae Wahiawa
85-786 Farrington Hwy. 668 California Ave,
Wai'anae, HI 96792  Wahiawa, Hl 96786
{808) 626-0774 (BOB) 622-0774

85-786 Farr. Hwy., ®* Wai‘anae, Hawai'i 96792

_Realty, Inc.
Phone: (808) 696-0774

L Mumder EB- 17893
www.foster-realty.com e info@foster-realty.com
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Representative

Darius
Kila
House District 44

Ma ‘ili, Nanakuli,
Honokai Hale

As we approach the halfway point of the
2026 legislative session, many bills are now
moving through their final committees be-
fore crossing over to the opposite chamber.

4

Speaki
/96&: g
This is a pivotal stage in the process when
the proposals shaped by community input
are tested, refined and prepared for broader
consideration.

This year, with my colleagues, we in-
troduced measures that would help secure
stable funding for the Department of Ha-
waiian Home Lands, modernize our local
DMV systems and expand workforce path-
ways for our youth. These include propos-
als to create clearer routes for our youth
to obtain commercial driver’s license
Continued on page 6

joined with the Mahelona ‘ohana, the Honolulu Police Department and the Hawai‘i De-
partment of Transportation at the recent Safe Driving sign-waving event on the Westside.
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Representative
CHRISTOPHER

Muraoka

House District 45
Wai‘anae, Makaha
Makua

The 2026 Legislative Session is un-
derway, and committee hearings have
officially begun at the State Capitol.
This phase of session is where bills are
heard publicly, testimony is submitted,
and important discussions take place
that directly impact our Westside com-
munity.

We are pleased to share that two

of our measures, HB2356 HDI1 and
HB2480, have successfully passed out
of their first reading. While this is only
the first step in a long legislative pro-
cess, it reflects our continued commit-
ment to advancing policies that support
our families, small businesses, kiipu-
na and keiki. There is still much work
ahead, and we remain focused on en-
suring that Westside priorities are part
of the conversation at every level.
Community engagement remains
one of the most important parts of this
process. We strongly encourage every-
one to stay involved. Whether it is sub-
mitting testimony, attending hearings,
or reaching out to share your mana‘o,
Continued on page 6

Representative Muraoka met with Wai‘anae students during their visit to the Capitol for

the Secondary Student Conference
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Nanakuli youth win
$10,000 in Farm Tank
Challenge.

Continued from front page

Khiara Kaleiwahea and Jeremiah Ma-
gallones at their presentation of “Sustain-
able Saturday” Initiative

deeper purpose. Funds will help launch
Hanai Kaiaulu’s newest initiative: The
Sua Stevens Foundation which was cre-
ated by the youth in honor of Sua Ste-
vens, who tragically passed away last
June. Sua played a pivotal role in the
founding of Hanai Kai‘ulu and men-
tored countless youth over the years.
His guidance, heart for the communi-

10k
RS

“HASSLE |

=

ty and belief in young [
people laid the foun- [
dation for much of the
organization’s  success.
Through the foundation,
Hanai Kaiaulu will carry
forward the things Sua
loved  most—offering
surf lessons, supporting
canoe paddling registra-
tions, and expanding tree
planting efforts through-
out the community. The
initiative aims to provide
youth with healthy out-
lets, cultural connections
and meaningful mentor-
ship rooted in ‘aina and
kai. “This foundation is
our way of saying maha-
lo,” said Khiara Kaleiwa-
hea, youth board member
of Hanai Kaiaulu. “Uncle
Sua believed in us before

MARCH 2026

we believed in ourselves.
We will continue that
work.”

For Nanakuli, this victory is more
than a financial award—it is a testa-
ment to resilience, leadership and the
power of youth rooted in culture and
community.

For more information, contact Michelle

Pieper at hanaikaiaulu@gmail.com
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REFUNB ADVANCE I.OANS upP
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— NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! —

WAI'ANAE
86-120 Farrington Hwy.
Wai‘anae, HI 96792
Wai'anae Mall
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WAIPAHU
94-239 Waipahu Depot 5t
#A101
Waipahu, HI 36797
808-676-8297
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Sua Stevens Foundation members

Rep. Kila

Continued from page 4

training, establish maritime career
pathways through our community col-
leges and invest in the skills our keiki
need to succeed here at home.

We also advanced legislation to es-
tablish a clear regulatory framework
for electric bicycles, improve roadway
safety, harden and secure areas around
our schools and close loopholes that
have allowed individuals with revoked
licenses to regain driving privileges im-
properly. When a license is revoked for

safety reasons, it should remain revoked
until the law is satisfied.

Each of these efforts reflects the pri-
orities we hear every day from Westside
families who want safer roads, better
services and more opportunities for the
next generation. As these bills move
forward, your testimony and engage-
ment continue to guide this work.

Mabhalo for allowing me to serve Dis-
trict 44. Together, we will keep pushing
for advanced sweeping and robust leg-
islation that strengthens our community
and builds a safer, more secure future
for our Westside ‘ohana.

Rep. Muraoka

Continued from page 4
your voice helps shape better policy and
stronger outcomes for our community.
Our Wai‘anae office is open daily
and available to assist with state-related
matters, provide updates, or answer any
questions. Please feel free to stop by or
contact our team — we are here to serve
you!
We also invite you to join us for our

next Talk Story session on March 20
from 7 to 8:30 pm at Ark of Safety Cen-
ter in Wai‘anae Mall. These gatherings
are centered on open dialogue and com-
munity connection. We want to hear di-
rectly from you!

To stay informed, follow our office
on social media and check out our web-
site at www.repmuraoka.com for the
latest updates. Together, we can contin-
ue building a stronger Westside!

H UI Wai‘anae!

i Streng

community through
mo‘olelo, mea ‘a1,
and hana no‘eau!

then

[=]

Questions smmil:
mhpolahawail.edu

Shop Locally

Save tlme and money by shopplng and supportlng local
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By Sylvia "Elsie" Foster R, CRB, CRS, GRI, SFR / License No. RB-15721

Understanding New Rules for Viewing Property

Recent changes in real estate practices
have introduced a new requirement that
surprises many buyers. A written agree-
ment must be signed before an agent
shows any property to a buyer. This
change stems from the National Asso-
ciation of REALTORS® (NAR) set-
tlement related to commission lawsuits
and is intended to increase transparen-
cy and clearly define how buyer repre-
sentation works. The goal is to ensure
consumers understand who represents
them, what services are being provided,
and how their agent is compensated be-
fore touring homes.

Under the updated rules, agents
working directly with buyers must have
a written agreement in place prior to
conducting private showings including
virtual tours. These agreements outline
the scope of services, the length of the
relationship, and how compensation
will be handled. Compensation is fully
negotiable and may be structured in dif-
ferent ways, such as a percentage, flat
fee or another agreed-upon arrange-
ment. Open Houses remain an excep-
tion, allowing buyers to attend without
signing an agreement.

These changes do not mean buyers

N
MakaHA
Camoe CLuB

Makaha Valley
Country Club
Saturday,
May 2, 2026

Craft and Food Vendors
Entertainment featuring:
Bradah Ben & Crosswinds
Lei Contest with Cash Prizes
Lucky Draw Prizes -
Grand Prize: TV!
Specialty Drinks

For Vendo
Opportunities
Joan the (R Code

are automatically required to pay their
agent out of pocket, nor do they require
long-term contracts in every situation.
Instead, the intent is to encourage clear
conversations early in the process and
eliminate confusion about representa-
tion. Sellers may, and usually do, choose
to offer concessions that help cover buy-
er representation costs, but compensa-
tion details are now negotiated directly
rather than displayed in MLS systems.
For both agents and consumers, the

MAHALO FOR SUPP
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WHSACF 22nd Annual Report to Members Meeting
& Golden Searider Social Honoring Class of 1976

The Waianae High School Alumni and Community Foundation (WHSACF) will be
holding their annual meeting on March 14 at Wai‘anae High School’s Cafeteria
beginning at 5:30pm. Following the meeting, there will be a social party to honor
the Class of 1976 who are celebrating their 50th anniversary. Cost is S5 for the
social except for members of the Class of 1976. Come join us!
\ —Submitted by Nikki Kiliona—

J

biggest adjustment is the timing of the
conversation. Buyers may notice more
paperwork upfront, but the benefit is
greater clarity and fewer surprises lat-
er in the transaction. As the industry

Fm i Ly S e S o
H &

R O

evolves, these updated practices are
designed to foster transparency, set
expectations early, and create stronger
working relationships between buyers
and their real estate professionals.

WAI'ANAE MALL MERCHANTS!

808 PUFFS
AMERICAN SAVINGS BANK
ARK OF SAFETY
BANK OF HAWAII
BURGER KING
CITY MILL
‘ELEPAIO SOCIAL SERVICES
F&M SNACK
GOODYEAR AUTO SERVICE
HARVEY'S BARBER SHOP
HASSLE FREE TAXES
HUI ON FAST FOOD
JAMBA JUICE
JEANS WEARHOUSE

LONGS DRUGS

PIZZA HUT
PLANET FITNESS
S7 ICY BUBBLE
SAITO & PHO

STARBUCKS

KA'ALA FARM

KI'APU

LAO STICKY RICE

LITTLE CAESARS

waianaemall.com | @waianaemall

STATE OF HI DEPT OF ACCOUNTING
SUBWAY
SUN'S LAUNDROMAT
T-MOBILE
U.S. RENAL CARE WAIANAE DIALYSIS
WAIANAE DISTRICT COMP. HEALTH
WAIANAE GOLD PLUS
WAIANAE KALBI & SUSHI MARKET

SCAN HERE

TO STAY
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NEWSLETTER

Ka Leo o ke ALOHA, a me ka Leo o ke OLA. The Voice of ALOHA, and the voice of HEALTH.

SERVING WEST OAHU SINCE 1972 | WAIANAE - NANAKULI - KAPOLEI - EWA - WAIPAHU

MARCH 2026 | RICHARD BETTINI, PRESIDENT & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER | DR. DONALD SIMPSON, CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER | GINGER FUATA, CHAIRPERSON
WCCHC WELCOMES HONOLULU EMS EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN (EMT) - LEEWARD ACADEMY RECRUITS

On Friday, February 27, 2026, Waianae Coast
Comprehensive Health Center (WCCHC) hosted
a welcome event for the first cohort of the
Honolulu Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) - Leeward
Coast Academy, the first program of its kind
rooted in West O'ahu. Community leaders,
families, and partners gathered to celebrate the
launch of an innovative program designed to
strengthen emergency response capacity while

WALAMAE COAST COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH CENTER

‘i~ CHUCK WOTHKE

HEALTH CAREER SCHOLARSHIP

"*FLU SEASON ©

TAKE STEPS TO PROTECT YOURSELF & OTHERS TODAY!

STAY PROTECTED

AR ARILUERDTIERLLIITAN FLU AND COVID VACCINE

AVAILABLE AT ANY

WCCHC PRIMARY CARE CLINIC,
SCHOOL BASED HEALTH CLINIC,

WALK-IN CLINIC, OR PHARMACY CLINIC

Call (B0B) 697-3300
to schedule your appointment
or walk in TODAY!

¥

creating meaningful career pathways for local
residents. Honolulu Mayer Rick Blangiardi was in
attendance, along with Honolulu EMS leadership
and WCCHC leadership.

The academy was developed through a
partnership between the City and County of
Hongolulu, Honolulu Emergency Medical Services
[EMS), and Waianae Coast Comprehensive
Health Center (WCCHC), which serves as the
primary training site. Classroom instruction and
hands-on training are hosted in WCCHC's newly
renovated training classroom and coordinated
through Ka ‘Ike Ola, WCCHC's Education and
Training Program Department. Upon successful
completion, recruits will meet all requirements for
licensure as an Emergency Medical Technician -
Basic (EMT-B) with the State of Hawai'i.

For the first time, West O'ahu residents have a
direct pathway to become Emergency Medical
Technicians with little need to leave their
community for training. For recruits in this first
round, this eliminates the long commute to urban
Honolulu that has historically been required to
access this career pathway.

OVER

Chuck Wothke was one of the original founders of the Health Center over 50 years ago
and a longtime WCCHC board member until he passed away in 2005. Chuck was a firm
believer in education and advecated for health care and training opportunities for
Leeward community residents. Well over 125 college-bound residents have benefited
from the Chuck Wothke scholarship award that offers financial support to students
pursuing higher education in health career programs in Hawaii and on the mainland.

§, (808) 697-3457

MEALTH CENTER

IN OBSERVANCE OF

PRINCE KUHIO DAY

SCHOLARSHIP

$5,000 FUNDS AVAILABLE

APPLICATION DEADLINE

Applications must be postmarked no later than
April 3, 2026 or delivered in person by 4:30pm
on April 3, 2026,

For an application, Visit: weche.com/Schalarships

¥ info@wcche.com

3
\w
WAIANAE CDAST
N LEHEMNSTVE
HEALTH CENTER

THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2026

WILL BE CLOSED

! 8:00 aM-4:30pPM
: b

= ALL CLINICS & DEPARTMENTS

& ADULT MEDICIMNE CLINIC WILL BE OPEN

+ EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT
REMAINS OPEN 24 HOURS | 345 DAYS A YEAR

R, (808) 697-3300
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MAHALO & A HUI HOU: NICHOLAS HUGHEY, EVP, HONORED FOR 10 YEARS OF SERVICE

Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health Center
extends our sincere mahalo to Nicholas Hughey for
more than a decade of dedicated service

and leadership.

Over the past ten years, Micholas has played a
central role in strengthening the operational and
clinical foundation of WCCHC, the oldest and
largest federally qualified health center in Hawai'i.
Serving more than 36,000 patients annually across
West O'ahu, from Wai‘anae to Waipahu, our health
center depends on strong systems, disciplined
execution, and thoughtful leadership. Nicholas
consistently delivered all three.

Throughout his tenure, Micholas advanced from
Chief of Clinical Operations to Chief Operating
Officer to Executive Vice President. In each role,
he led the development of accountable, scalable
systemns that supported high-guality patient care
and aligned clinical operations with organizational
strategy. He helped establish clinic-level leadership
structures, including Clinical Operations Managers
and Clinical Managers, and supported the creation
of an Ambulatory Care Registered Nurse role

to improve care coordination, oversight, and
operational consistency across service lines.

His commitment to operational excellence
extended beyond daily management. Micholas
championed the creation of a Chief Mursing Officer
role to strengthen clinical governance and stronger
alignment across clinical and aperational teams. He
also supported the sustainability and compliance of
WCCHC's 340B program through the development
of the proprietary DelveRx system, enhancing

inventory oversight, regulatory integrity, and
financial stewardship.

During the COVID-1% pandemic, Nicholas served
as Incident Commander, providing steady and
decisive leadership through a once-in-a-century
public health erisis. Micholas was also instrumental
in advancing workforce development initiatives

that strengthened long-term organizational stability.

He championed WCCHC's first Medical Assistant
training program, creating meaningful career
pathways and building a reliable frontline clinical
support stafiing pipeline. He supported state-
level advocacy to secure after-hours emergency
department funding, ensuring continued access to
critical services for the Waianae Coast.

Working closely with Board Member Anthony
Guerrero, Micholas helped implement the

Kina'ole Staff Engagement and Recognition
Program, reinforcing a culture of appreciation,
acknowledgment, and organizational pride. He was
intentional in recruiting and mentoring emerging
leaders and young professionals, helping to build
leadership pipelines, support succession planning,
and ensure long-term organizational sustainability.

Recognizing growing safety challenges, Nicholas
established WCCHC's Safety and Security
Committee and led a coordinated effort to
strengthen safety across all campuses through
policy development, staff training, standardized
protocols, technology investments, and secured
funding. This included substantial security upgrades
to the Emergency Department and WCCHC's
campus and clinics.

Beyond operations, Micholas helped enhance
WCCHC's internal and external communications,
branding, and public presence by supporting the
creation of the organization’s first Communications
Team and implementing standardized branding
initiatives that reinforced professionalism and unity
ACTOSS CamMpUses.

In February, Micholas was recognized by U5,
Senator Mazie Hirono during a Board of Directors
and Leadership visit to Washington, D.C., for the
MACHC Paolicy & Issues Forum, where he received

a Letter of Recognition and Commendation from

the United States Senate in acknowledgment of his
service and leadership to community health centers.

We thank Micholas for his service, his leadership,
and his lasting impact on our organization and
community. We wish him continued success in his
next chapter.

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE

SAVE three LIVES
WITH one DONATION

MARCH 571 ' v
FROM 6 AM - 1:30 PM

EMAIL
EG

2026

am-11am

H L March 10
WCCHC DENTAL TEAM Wee
& GLENN ARAKAWA

FREE
TRANSPORTATION
AVAILABLE

WAIANAE MALL (10 an - 261

QUESTIONS? CALL
(808) 697-3548

FEATURED TOPIC:

Prowides walusble eduration on maintaining
optimal dendal hygiene, Teaches proges
brissing and Mansitg tec hnigues, snphatise
the impodtance of mgular dentsl check-ups,
and ofers practhcal bips for the care of
Implanis and dentures

TOPICS

FREE! Dz
L

KEIKI CAR SEAT

CHECK-UP & INSTALLATION

ar will be taken at 1:15 PM

PLEASE BRING
WITH You:

' YOUR CAR

v YOUR CHILD

« YOUR CHILD'S
Y’ CAR SEAT

I Cars
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HEALTH TENTER

MEDMCAID, SHAF, SLIDING
FEE SCALE

MEDICARE ANRLAL
WELLMESS VISITS

WHAT YO NEED TO KROW
ABOUT MEDICARETY

visit weehe.com/nimaa

Traintobe a
Medical Assistant with

ni ﬁ'lugﬁ today!

Apply for the Fall 2026 Cohort!

EARLY ADMISSIOMNS
APPLICATION DEADLINE

e
April 22,2026 [EiiE

]
EgE

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
May 27, 2026

% Abteed] 3 virmual Irdormnation aesEnm

Apply at
INFO SESSIONS: nimaa_edu
March 3, 17 & 26,

2026

4iC

For more information, ‘ WAIANAE COMST

e EALTH CENTER

MNa Lei Kukui
NURSE PRACTITIONER (NP)

RESIDENCY PROGRAM

Now accepting applications for

Class of 2026-2027

Application Deadline for Primary Ca P eside'_f
DEADLIME: APRIL 1, 2026

R_F{;Stﬁr WHO CAN APPLY: O
o ny' » Recent Murse Practitioner « AAMNP/AMNCC Certification or
F:Frilgﬂm T Graduates: Must be within 18 eligible for certification
CcALL ASSIST months of licensure and # Hawail RN or APRM License or
‘mfﬂ:g!i certification eligible for license 0[240
OR EMAIL:
PAS@WCCHC.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION visit: weche.com,/MPResidency =]
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Angel Ibanez’s story begins on the
Westside of O‘ahu, where he was raised
in Wai‘anae Valley homestead and grew
up surrounded by the places and peo-
ple that shaped his sense of identity
and responsibility. A graduate of Ka-
maile Academy, he describes Wai‘anae
as a community that gave him room to
grow through local events, programs,

Konane Board

MARCH 2026
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Out and About W1th Le

and work opportunltles along the coast.
Those experiences helped build rela-
tionships with others who share the
same values and commitment to com-
munity.

Much of his upbringing was rooted
in places that hold deep meaning across
generations, including Ka‘ala Farms
and PokaT Bay. Seeing the beauty of
Wai‘anae from mauka to makai became
more than a description of the land-
scape, it became a way of understand-
ing connection, culture and kuleana and
over the years, as he was influenced by
many people in the community, de-
scribing their growth as the result of
countless small moments of guidance
and encouragement. One of the stron-
gest cultural foundations came through
time spent at Ka‘ala Farms with Uncle
Butch, who helped shape his Hawaiian
mindset, grounding and patience.

Angel was introduced to konane in
high school, when his kumu, Isaiah
Pule, started a makahiki team at Ka-
maile Academy so students could com-
pete against other charter schools at
Ka O‘ahu Makahiki. What began as a
school opportunity quickly turned into
a passion. Angel connected with the
game early on, not because of size or
speed, but because the strategy made
sense in a way that felt natural. “T wasn’t
the biggest or the fastest, but I was able
to figure out konane from the start,” he

Sowy
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Flnlwnu KS |

5 “I nw

Saturday, March 21st, 2026
. 3:00PM -

Kalaniana'ole Beach Park

All day Emtertainmaent * Mele Hols * CuMural Activities * Food Booths *
Crafters * Voters Registration * 4 Ma Keiki Library * MOCA -
Wai Pana Display * Kwpuna Activity Tent
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said. Often compared to chess or “Go”
in the way it develops strategic think-
ing, konane holds a distinct place as a
strategy game rooted in Hawai‘i. For
him what stands out most is that the
game is not simply about taking every-
thing off the konane board, it rewards
foresight, restraint and the ability to
plan ahead. As players gain experience,
the board becomes less about individual
moves and more about reading patterns,
managing resources and understanding
consequences.

A few months after joining the school
team, he continued competing at a
small konane tournament where he not
only won the tournament but earned a
free konane board which helped deep-
en his commitment to the game and the
community of players surrounding it.

For him, konane has now become a
way of life in decision-making under
pressure, in patience and in the disci-
pline to think ahead. He approaches
the board with an ethic of preservation,
aiming to win efficiently while leaving
as much in place as possible, seeing the
pieces as a reflection of malama. He is
now a part of a growing effort to bring

By Lei‘a Haff
Leia.vhaff@gmail.com

Angel Ibanez Brings Konane Home to the Westszde

Angel and a konane board

konane back to the Westside in a visi-
ble, active way, especially for youth.
He feels that it is strengthening cultural
practice, creating spaces for communi-
ty connection and reminding the next
generation that the tools of ‘ike can be
learned, played, and lived right here at
home. For more information or to get in-
volved with konane, e-mail Kamakana-

konane@gmail.com

LILIKOI L UN

AT MAKAHA VALLEY COUNT

LOYALTY PHUGHAH
Take your receipt ta '

| LANTERNS fora

DISCOUNT!

S ———

A Jaste of
MAKAHA
MARCH
20TH

* Ask About Our 7 First Friday - &
| KARAOKE

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS: 808.427.5089
OR ONLINE: WWW,LILIKOILOUNGEHI.COM

@l LAWAL'I

Makaha Valley
Country Club

GE

RY CLUB

March 6th

», Dinner with the Ghets

MARCH 14TH

— 5 Course Meal —

Call Restaurant_for more information

HAPPY HOUR
— LIVE SPORTS —
OPEN DAILY 8AM - 5PM
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NPAC Stages
The Little Mermaid

Continued from front page

creative set design, this year’s production
transforms the school café into an under-
water world filled with color, movement,
and energy. Students have spent months
rehearsing after school and on week-
ends, developing not only performance
skills but also discipline, responsibility
and resilience.

Chloe Kitsu, co-director, emphasized
the growth she sees in students through-
out the process. “When students step
into rehearsal for the first time, many are
unsure of themselves,” she shared. “By
opening night, they are leading warm-
ups, supporting younger cast members,
and carrying themselves with confi-
dence. That transformation is powerful.”

NPAC is also proud to be part of the
Pa‘a Pono 96792 Campaign, an initia-
tive that supports the well-being, en-
gagement, and future success of youth in
the community. Through after-school,
weekend and vacation programming,
NPAC provides students with a safe and
positive environment, and these experi-
ences help students build collaboration
skills and real-world workforce read-
iness, supporting educational success

PAGE 11
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The Mersisters (Heaven Kuala-Asinsin, Carlee Barco, Genisty Rulloda, Khailey Trace Buentipo, Analen-Peythynn Mahoe-Bustamante

Kekawa and Haedyn Carba) and Flounder (Neliana Kamalii) are bringing the energy, the attitude and the harmonies to the stage. Re-
hearsals are in full swing, and this crew is ready to make waves in Disney’s The Little Mermaid.

and active citizenship within the com-
munity.

Now in its 35th anniversary season,
NPAC continues its mission of using the
performing arts as a vehicle for student
growth and a living example of what
happens when young people are given
space to shine.

Performances will be held March 27,
28, April 2, 3, and 4 at 7 pm, with a
matinee on March 29 at 2 pm. Tickets
are $10 for adults pre-sale, $5 for high
school students and below, and $3 for
children under 12. Tickets may be pur-

chased at www.nhispac.com

: WAIANAE COAST
i{ = ; COMPREHENSIVE
! HEALTH CENTER

THURSDAY, MARCH 5TH

6:00 am - 1:30 pm
WCCHC MAIN CAMPUS

Bottom of the hill

86-260 Farrington Hwy.,
Waianae, HI 94792

Contact to Schedule:
EGalariada-Rosa @wcche.com
Call or text 808.220.2842
Include your name, date of birth, phone number
and time you want to donate.

Poor Ariel (Haley Sakakida - center) just wanted to explore the world above... and now
she is face to face with trouble from below. Flotsam (Olivia Jones) and Jetsam (Ava Bolt)
are circling, Ursula (Zyeanna Nahina — far right) is watching, and the tension on stage is
real. This scene is dark, dramatic, and packed with energy as our cast brings the villain
vibes to life.

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL

FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2026

5:00pm - 8:00pm
87-380 Kulaaupuni St., Wai‘anae, HI 96792

Live Entertainment e Light Dinner ¢ Prizes & Giveaways
Community Service Providers ® Demonstrations by Students

www.leeward.hawaii.edulwaianaemoku | 808-454-4702 | FOLLOW US@waianaemoku_moku n m
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Seeds of Aloha Project Blooms Across the Westside
T

Submitted by Lei‘a Haff
On February 12, a simple gesture car-
ried a powerful message — “You never

know what a small gesture can mean to
someone.”

Sponsored by Hui Huliau and orga-
nized by Keiki On The Rocks, the Kei-
ki Valentine’s Project “Seeds of Alo-
ha for Student Well-Being” delivered
6,500 plus flowers, each paired with a
bilingual note card in ‘Olelo Hawai‘i
and English, to students at six schools
and two shelters on the Wai‘anae Coast.
The initiative reinforced a simple mes-
sage for students — that they are seen,
valued and supported.

Each student received one flower
and one note card featuring an ‘Olelo
No‘eau, presented bilingually in ‘Ole-
lo Hawai‘i with an English translation.
The back of the card was intentionally
practical as it provided a complex-spe-
cific resource pathway.

Cultural integrity was central to the
project’s development. Cultural prac-
titioner Isaiah Pule provided language
and cultural review and guidance to
ensure the ‘Olelo Hawai‘i content and
messaging were culturally appropriate,
strengths-based, and student-centered.

Participating school sites included
Nanakuli Elementary School, Nanaika-
pono Elementary School, Nanakuli
High School, Wai‘anae High School,
Wai‘anae Intermediate School, and Ka-
maile Academy Public Charter School,

(Left) Reiny Nahulu, Kariana Souza-Davis and Chevy Beeb-Lee with WHS’ Searider Student Union were on hand to help! (Right) All
ready for delivery to six schools and two shelters.

along with two shelters coordinated
through community contacts. Organiz-
ers noted that coastal weather can affect
school schedules and distribution logis-
tics; the project was completed and the
flowers and note cards were successful-
ly passed out on February 12.
Community members described
the effort as a beautiful initiative
that brought positive momentum into
the participating schools and helped
strengthen a culture of care during the
school day. By pairing flowers with cul-
turally grounded messages and a clear
pathway to support, Seeds of Aloha
reinforced belonging, strengthened stu-
dent identity, and encouraged students

to seek help when needed, one moment
of aloha at a time.

Seeds of Aloha is a school-based
mental wellness initiative focused on
strengthening small gestures that sup-
port youth well-being. The project
emphasizes connection and belonging,
helping students feel recognized and
cared for, while reinforcing positive
identity through culturally grounded
messaging. Many note cards included a
small “tiny action” prompt, such as tak-
ing a slow breath, practicing gratitude,
or reaching out to a trusted adult, giv-
ing students an immediate and practical
way to support their own regulation and
well-being.

with the deliveries

Pauahi Nna Ka Lei

Songs Honoring Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop

On March 13, Ke Kula ‘o Kamehameha will gather as one ‘ohana
to honor Ke AliYi Pauahi and her enduring gift of education, culture,
and aloha *aina. Through mele, we uplift her vision and ‘auamo
the kuleana to perpetuata her lagacy — strong in spirit,
rich in aloha, rizsing with ea, and united as ona.

Celebrate Ke Ali'i Pauahi and the timeless tradition
that binds generations of learners.

Tune in live and learn more at ksbe.edu/songcontest

Ke Kula‘o Kamehameha
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‘*h“ ** Please visit our Facebook page for updated events that are happening throughout the month here on our Westside™*

MARCH 2026 (Calersdia of crerits

March 5
6 am to 1:30 am — Blood drive at WCCHC

March 6
5to 8 pm — Valley CommUNITY Fest at
Nanakuli High’s stadium parking lot

March 7
8 am to 12 pm — Lonoikamakahiki Showcase
at Kamaile Academy Field

March 13
5 to 8 pm — Searider Grub at Wai‘anae High’s
parking lot

March 14

10 am to 2 pm — Keiki Car Seat Check Up and
Installation at Wai‘anae Mall

5:30 pm — Waianae High School Alumni &
Community Foundation’s 22nd Annual Re-
port to Members Meeting & Golden Searider
Social Honoring Class of 1976 at Wai‘anae
High'’s Cafeteria

March 16 — March 20
Spring Break — No school for public school
students

March 17
St. Patrick’s Day

March 20
7 to 8:30 pm — Rep. Muraoka Talk Story at
Ark of Safety Center in Wai‘anae Mall

March 21
3to 9 pm — Prince Kihio Kalaniana‘ole
Festival at Kalaniana‘ole Beach Park

March 26
Prince Jonah Kiihio Kalaniana‘ole Holiday

March 27

5to 8 pm — Leeward Community College
Wai‘anae Moku Open House

7 pm — NPAC Presents The Little Mermaid at
NHIS” Multi-Purpose Café

March 28
7 pm — NPAC Presents The Little Mermaid at
NHIS’ Multi-Purpose Café

March 29
2 pm — NPAC Presents The Little Mermaid at
NHIS” Multi-Purpose Café

CLuss, CoMMUNITY GROUPS AND
Civic ORGANIZATIONS

AARP Chapter 4936 of Wai‘anae

9:30 am on the first Friday of each month
at the Wai‘anae Community Center
(Satellite City Hall).

Call Patrick Maher at 808-545-6003.

Aerobics (Low Impact)
4to 5 pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at Wai‘anae District Park. For more
information, contact Flo Pell at 808-696-2776.
Aikido
Daily classes, morning, afternoon and
evening for children, teens and adults.
Call 808.202.6171 or 808.462-1118.
B&G Club Hawai‘i

— Wai‘anae Clubhouse
Afterschool programs for youth & teens
Grades 2nd thru 12th. Register at:
membership.bgch.com or call 808-696-2754.

TUESDAY, MARCH 17.TH

vy ST Pareick
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“LUCK O'THE IRISH”
FOR SUPER “SAVIN’ O THE

MANAKULI SUPER

WAIANAE STORE
BE-563 A RF. HWY. = 6963131

THE WAIAMAE STORE

OKIMOTO CORP.

NANAKULI SUPER
877090 FARR. HWY. » 6682055
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM EVERYDAY  7:30 AM - 8:00 PM EVERY DAY

HOLIDAYS OR ANYDAYS...
“QUALITY MERCHANDISE AT
EVERYDAY LOW PRICES” HAS

BEEN OUR TRADITION SERVING
THE FAMILIES OF THE WAIANAE
COAST FOR OVER 75 YEARS! r

! " THE "PRIDE OF THE WESTSIDE"
A monthly newspaper serving the communities of Nanakuli,

GIVE FRIENDS &
FAMILY A GIFT
SUBSCRIPTION
TO WESTSIDE
STORIES...THE

Ma'ili, Wai‘anae and Makaha BEST SAVIN'
SUBSCRIPTION FORM O' THE GREEN
NAME AROUND!
| ADDRESS
STATE Zip,

| Crry

AND MAIL TO: WESTSIDE STORIES -

PLEASE FILL OUT FORM, ENCLOSE PAYMENT OF $35.00 (FOR 12 ISSUES)
P.O. Box 4027 - WAI'ANAE, Hawa1‘t 96792

WE SEND ALL OF OUR.SUBSCRIPTIONS VIA 1ST CLASS MAIL!

message with the first issue.
SENDER(S) NAME

Please check here if this is a gift subscription. We will include your name and a brief

ADDRESS

City

STATE Zip,

MESSAGE:

r— — —
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La Kokua Ka‘ala Farm

9 am to 12 noon on the 2nd Saturday of each
month to malama ‘aina, lo‘i and weeding.

All are welcomed! Call 808.696.4954 or check
our website www.kaalafarm.org

Lualaulei Hawaiian Civic Club

3rd Thursday of every month at 6 pm and held
both in-person and virtually via zoom at KS
Learning Center in Ma‘ili. For more informa-
tion, Email: lualualeihcc808 @gmail.com or visit
our Instagram: @lualualeihcc808 or Facebook:
Lualualei Hawaiian Civic Club

Makaha Bridge Club

10 am on Wednesdays and Saturdays at
Lilikoi Lounge (Makaha Valley Country Club).
Call Kay Smith at 808-695-7844 for more
information.

Makaha Red Hatters

2nd Monday of each month at various
restaurants along the Westside. If you would
like to join this club, call “Queen” Gerry
Ottinger at 808-399-2594.

Maj Jongg (American style)

Tuesdays at 11 am at "Beach House by 604"
(Army Rest Camp) Call Coco at 808-330-4765
for more information. Beginners welcomed!

Nanakuli-Ma‘ili Neighborhood Board #36
7 pm on the third Tuesday of the month

at Nanakuli Public Library’s meeting room.
Call Neighborhood Commission Office at
808-768-3710 for more information or visit

honolulu.gov/nco

St John the Baptist Church Thrift Sho

Wednesdys. from 9am-1pm

Thursday 1pm-5pm Stop by for great
Continued >

theW)estside.

bargains! To volunteer, please email

revjazzybostock@gmail.com

Veterans of Foreign Wars

VFW Post 849 (Leeward Coast) monthly member-
ship meetings at 6:30 pm on the 2nd Wednesday of
each month at "Beach House by 604" (Pililaau Army
Rest Camp). Our mission is to serve our veterans,
the military, and our community. For more informa-
tion, contact Steve Mayoral at 310-365-7048.

Wai‘anae Coast Neighborhood Board #24
6:30 pm on the 1st Tuesday of each month

at Wai‘anae Public Library. For more infor-
mation, contact Neighborhood Commission
Office at 808-768-3710 or visit

honolulu.gov/nco

Waianae Coast Rotary Club
12 noon on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the

month at “Beach House by 604” (PARC) Pililaau
Army Rec. Center (Rest Camp). For more infor-
mation, contact: waianaecoastrotary.org or
Craig Alvarado at craiga@bhhshawaii.com

Wai‘anae Farmer’s Market

Makeke ‘Iki 9am to 12 Noon every Tuesday
at WCCHC Main Campus.

Makeke Wai‘anae 8 am to 12 noon every
Saturday at Wai‘anae Mall.

Formore information call 808-697-3709.

Wai‘anae Hawaiian Civic Club
5:30 to 7:30 pm on the 2nd Monday of each
month at the KS Learning Center in Ma‘ili.

Contact waianaehawaiiancivicclub.org for
more information..

Women of Wai‘anae

For more information visit womenofwaianae.
org or call Karen Young at 808-388-8828.
Focus is on fundraisers for non-traditional
college scholarships.

The Law Office of
Thomas C lem

LN

— CON

- B ;
.Aﬁmnce emz%h}

5
A’-I‘ SHIP_‘S— '

— GUARDIANSHIP PROCEEDINGS —-
— LANDLORD/TENANT LAW —.,
— REAL ESTATE/BUSINESS —
— CORPORATIONS —
Transactions, Formations & Litigation

808°696-2200

www.leewardlegal.com
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Aloha,
Alex Reis
Acosta, Jr.

Submitted by Louvinia Acosta

Alexander Reis Acosta Jr., age 75,
passed away peacefully at his home on
February 11 surrounded by his fami-
ly. He is a proud graduate of Wai‘anae
High School’s Class of 1969 and played
baseball through his high school years.
Alex was also a skilled softball player
and played for many years while accu-
mulating trophies for most outstand-
ing and valuable player throughout his
many seasons of playing the sport. He
loved family gatherings, camping trips
and supporting the grandchildren at
their individual sporting events.

Alex is survived by his wife Louvinia
(Coke); Children — Nalaine (Steven);
Billy (Jody); Colleen (Stephen); Jamie
(Jodie); Sarina; Joey and Dezzy (An-
gela). Brothers — Bones (deceased)

(Gwendy); Kaai (Linda); Anthony
(Jackie); Aldo (Ruby); Agar (Dodie);
Stephen (Dinah); Sisters — Tina; An-
nette (Roy) and Lenora and numerous
grandchildren, great grandchildren,
nieces and nephews.

Celebration of Life will be held on
April 4 at 1pm at 86-353 Puhawai Road
in Wai‘anae.
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Wai‘anae Coast YMCA b

The Wai‘anae Coast YMCA, located at 86-071 Leihoku street is offering a variety of classes.
On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays — 9:30 am 2 hours of exercise and
Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention.
10:30 am — Cardio and Strength class.
Tuesdays and Thursdays — 9 am to 12 pm — Pickleball.
Opening on Saturdays beginning March 7 for various activities!
Membership required — Call Deborah for information 808-541-5255.
Submitted by Deborah Thierbach

Nanakuli High and Intermediate School Performing Arts Center
presents

Music by

Lyrics by
Alan Menken Howard Ashman & Glenn Slater

Book by
Doug Wright

Performance Dates:
March 27, 28, April 2, 3,4 at 7 pm
March 29 at 2 pm

All performances at the Nanakuli High and Intermediate School Multi-
Purpose Building

Purchase tickets at www.nhispac.com

The Little Mermaid Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre
International(MTI}.All authorized performance materials are also supplied by
MTLwww.MTIShows.com

MARCH 2026

| -Movement Friendship, & Opportunity

at Wai‘anae Coast YMCA

Submitted by Lisa Ontai

Did you know that Wai‘anae
has a YMCA? For just $30 per
month, the Wai‘anae Coast
YMCA Pickleball plus mem-
bership provides access to
the facility and all scheduled
classes and activities. It is an
affordable way for Westside
residents to stay active, con-
nected and engaged. Those
who want broader access may choose an
islandwide YMCA membership, which
also includes Wai‘anae.

Kipuna are finding strength and
friendship through Tai Chi for Arthri-
tis and Enhance Fitness for Balance
and Arthritis Management. These evi-
dence-based classes improve balance,
flexibility, and well-being. As Wai‘anae
residents Judy and John Scully shared,
“Tai chi has made a noticeable difference
in our balance — we are both noticing
improvement in pain and discomfort.”
Larry and Linda Mayfield credit the pro-
gram for improved health and joy, call-
ing it one of the best parts of retirement.

Kipuna Food and Fun is currently
full, but all kiipuna are welcome to join
activities and bring their own lunch after
signing a liability waiver. The program
is offered on Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday, 11 am to 1 pm.

Teens in grades 6 through 12 can join

Cario and strength class for kiipuna

the free Y Teen Club Afterschool Pro-
gram, offered Monday through Friday
from 2 to 5:30 pm. Includes homework
support, mentorship, leadership and skill
development, community service oppor-
tunities, island-wide excursions includ-
ing overnight trips to Camp Erdman and
exclusive teen events. Teens aged 13 and
older may also request free YMCA Teen
Gym Membership with group fitness
training.

Registration is also open for the Free Y
Teen Club Spring Intersession for grades
6 through 12, offering a safe and engag-
ing school break filled with team-build-
ing and hands-on enrichment.

Register in person Monday through
Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm with Teen
Club sign-ups available from 1 to 5:30
pm, or online at your convenience.
Learn more at ymcahonolulu.org or call
(808) 447-3802 or stop by their location
at 86-071 Leihoku St.
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PVT

ALOHA E KOMO MA!

oo PYT LAND COMPANY

Every year, PVT awards 54,000
college scholarships to high school
seniors from Nanakuli and Wai‘anae
high schools, and Kamaile Academy,
who plan to attend a two- or four-year
college or university in Hawai'i or on
the mainland.

Since 2005, PVT has awarded
more than $1.3 million in
scholarships to more than 300
students from the Wai'anae Coast.
Talk to your guidance counselor
about becoming a 2026 PVT scholar.

Buffalo’s Big Board _
Classic celebrates 49" year"

The 49th Buffalo's Big Board Surfing
Classic is in the books. Congratulations
to the event organizers and volunteers
whao dedicate their time to perpetuate this
great community event. Richard ‘Buffalo’
Kalolo'okalani Keaulana started the Big
Board Classic in 1977.

Held at Makaha Surfing Beach, the
event features
competitions for
10-foot and over
longboard, tandem,
canoe, supsquatch,
alaia, paipo, SUP,
bullyboard, and body
surfing. PVT is a
proud sponsor.

Become a 2026 PVT Scholar — If you're a graduating
senior in the class of 20286, do like the scholarship winners
fram the class of 2025 and apply for a PVT scholarship.

2

Good Morning, Makaha —
Aunty Momi and Uncle Buff
attend the February 14th
ceremaonies that marked the
start of the five-day 49th
Buffalo’s Big Board Surfing
Ciasgsic.

2026 VEX Robotics Y A5

regional championship

Congratulations to Nanakuli High and
Intermediate School Robotics, which turned in a
strong showing at the 2026 VEX Hawaii regional
championship at Barbers Point. VEX Robotics
inspires students to excel in STEM principles
while encouraging creativity, teamwork, and
problem solving.

This year, 52 robotics teams representing
public and private schools as well as club
organizations and home teams from O‘ahu,
Hawai'i Island, Maui, and Moloka'i participated
in the February 14-15 event.

PVT

LAND COMPANY, LTD.

Preparing for Battle — ANHIS robatics leam
2459A readies their robot for competilion

at the 2026 VEX Robotics Regional
Championship at Barbers Point,

b1

Come celebrate
at the 7th
Annual Prince
Kuhio Festival

PVT is proud to be a sponsor of
the Prince Jonah Kohid Kalaniana'ole
Festival, set for Saturday, March 21 from
3-9 p.m. at Kalaniana'ole Beach Park.

This annual event celebrates Prince
Kahio, a beloved figure who championed
the rights and welfare of Native
Hawaiians. Bring your lawn chairs and
enjoy an afternoon and evening of great
food, entertainment, fireworks, cultural
performances, and educational activities
that highlight

Tim By A
_“““"mnml, » the spirit of
' F!;IST the Wai'anae
% Coast.
[y |
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Valley '
CommUNITY
Fest coming
March6 |, * |

The Valley CommUNITY Fest
is coming to the Nanakuli High &
Intermediate School stadium parking lot
on Friday, March 6, from 5 to 8:30 p.m.

Sponsored by INPEACE and
community partners, the family-friendly
event will celebrate local culture
and connect residents with valuable
educational and weliness resources.

The event, open to the public, will
include local food and clothing vendors,
student performances, public safety
career opportunities, and informational
booths hosted by community
organizations.

-_
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Attendees enjoyed the wonderful performance by TeV|a Apina. (Photos by Tammy Cabral)

Submitted by Karen Young

An amazing fundraiser called “Kan-
ikapila & Kindness” was held on Febru-
ary 15 at Leeward Community College/
Wai‘anae Moku. The event was spon-
sored by Women Of Wai‘anae (WOW)
to raise scholarship funds for nontradi-
tional Wai‘anae Coast college students.

Dell Manini and her fundraising
committee produced this great event
which featured a silent auction (some
really high-end items), large country
thrift store, photo booth, myriad of
raffle give-a-ways, fun games and an
inspiring speech by WOW awardee,
Cassandra Werner. Local falsetto, Te-
vita Apina, entertained the attendees

with Hawaiian traditional songs and a
surprise ballad in Japanese. Emcees for
the event were Dell Manini and Tammy
Cabral, former WOW awardees, also
provided an overview of WOW’s mis-
sion and its work to date.

Mabhalo to all the businesses and indi-
viduals who donated gift packages, ser-
vices, food, and items for the event. Big
mahalo to Danny Wyatt, Coordinator of
LCC/W, for providing the venue, furni-
ture and equipment that helped make
the event a resounding success !

Don’t forget — applications for 2026
WOW scholarships are still available

online at womenofwaianae.org Dead-
line is March 13.

7' Wai‘anae Public Library
F N Hawai‘i State Public Library System

March 2026

The library will be closed Thursday, March 26 for Prince Kuhio Day.

m Wy Book Club

3rd Wednesdays, Mar 18 @ 6:00
HD NE Jain us for our in-persen book club on the 3rd Wednesday of each month!
The book that we will be discussing in this meeting is Hot Honey by Jodi
m ‘ Picoult and Jennifer Finley Boylan.

Family Storytime Saturdays @ 10:00

Keiki and their ohana are invited for a fun-filled storytime !
where we read books, sing and dance, and make crafts. This
story-time is aimed at ages 3-5, but all ages are welcome. We will not have storytime on
February 14 due to the President's Day holiday.

¢ Toddler Time Tuesdays @ 9:30
“\h",_' b Toddler Time helps keiki learn important pre- :eadlng shills.
; " Keiki ages 0-3 can listen to books being read aloud, sing

songs, do fingerplays, participate in flannel board
activities, and play with toys. All children must be accompanied by a parent or caregiver.

y AARP Free Tax Prep
I
Pl . & Wednesdays @ 9:00
b ' AARP is offering their free tax services for people who need help
‘ with their taxes. It's first come, first served, so come bright and
Get 1-On-1 Tech Help with a Digital Navigator. Book your appointment for
Manday moming or Saturday afternoon. Call the library for more information.

early with your required materials,
f r
_,-_'F'}'.

Wai‘anae Public Library is located at 85-625 Farrington Hwy, 96792 808-697-7868
Email: owncirc@librarieshawaii.org

S\ HUI LEI
/il 5:30PM-7PM

LEGO TIME
2:30PM-3:30PM

. MESSY PLAYTIME
T10AM-TIAM

PERLER PARTY

NﬂNﬁKULI PUBLIC LIBRARY

ARG

i 2026 PROGH

2:30PM-3:30PM il

For more info visit librarieshawaii.org/events
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LIBRARY CLOSED:
PRINCE KUHIO
DAY

'OHANA GAME
NIGHT
S5PM-7TPM
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