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250th Anniversary!250th Anniversary!250th Anniversary!250th Anniversary!

Celebrating Our 250th Independence Day - Saturday, July 4, 2026Celebrating Our 250th Independence Day - Saturday, July 4, 2026
Be watching for your Voting Ballots in the mail this monthBe watching for your Voting Ballots in the mail this month

WHS Junior Class Has an “SBA” Field Day
Submitted by Mae Oshiro and Madilyn 
Fulchiero

In May, Waiÿanae High School’s Ju-
nior Class participated in the first annu-
al Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBA) 
Field Day—a reward for their improved 
SBA scores and solid attendance. SBA 
is taken by all juniors in the state to 

measure their learning and meeting of 
all the Common Core State Standards 
in English and Math. Their scores can 
then be compared with students across 
the nation, because WHS’ Common 
Core State Standards are the same as 
National Common Core Standards. The 
SBA field day was open to all juniors 
who improved their attendance, took all 
three parts of the SBA, and made some 
growth from the interim SBA.  

The whole day was packed with fun 
and excitement and included games, 
competitions, water activities, food, and 
prizes, a reward for months of focused 

INPEACE Celebrates One-Year Anniversary of
Hale Nänäikeola with Community Gathering and Mäkeke
Submitted by Kirra Downing 
& Saydee Pojas

Last month, the Institute 
for Native Pacific Education 
and Culture (INPEACE) 
marked a meaningful mile-
stone with the one-year an-
niversary celebration of its 
Nänäikeola Headquarters in 
Nänäkuli. The event, “Nänä 
I Ke Ola,” welcomed com-
munity members, supporters, 
local vendors, educators, and 
families for an evening cen-
tered on culture, education, 
and connection.

Over 250 attendees gath-
ered to celebrate the contin-
ued growth of INPEACE’s 
community-centered work 
across Hawai‘i. The celebra-
tion featured a lively mäkeke 
showcasing sixteen local ar-

tisans and small businesses 
through INPEACE’s Center 
for Entrepreneurship. 

Guests enjoyed music 
throughout the evening, along 
with food offerings and op-
portunities to connect with 
community partners and pro-
gram staff. The atmosphere 
reflected the spirit of the 
Wai‘anae Coast, rooted in ‘ike 
(knowledge), aloha and col-
lective uplift. “We are deep-
ly grateful to everyone who 
joined us, contributed to this 
celebration, and continues to 
invest in our mission,” said 
CEO Sanoe Marfil. “Wheth-
er through attendance, do-
nations, or participation in 
our programs, your support 
strengthens our ability to 
serve families across Hawai‘i. 

Continued on page 16

A group of happy, smiling and somewhat sweaty juniors and teachers pose for an im-
promptu group picture.

Francine Medeiros, Sanoe Marfil, Kathy Au, Sue Doyle and
Geena Koka celebrate in front of the Nänäikeola headquarters.

This milestone is not just 
about our building—it’s about 
the community that brings it 
to life every day.”

Looking ahead, INPEACE 
launched phase two of its Cap-
ital Campaign to strengthen 
and improve the community 
hub through our planned fa-
cility upgrades, new technol-

ogy enhancements, building 
expansion projects, safety 
improvements and other crit-
ical infrastructure needs that 
directly impact families and 
learners. Support for the 
Capital Fund ensures Hale 
Nänäikeola continues to serve 
as a safe, modern, and inspir-

WOW
2026 Scholarship

Awardees
~ Page 7 ~

Tritin Raymond-Lacbayan laughs as teachers and students emerge from behind the 
bleachers in sumo bubble balls, an unexpected field day game

grueling and intense learning from data 
feedback on the student’s areas needing 
growth. The students signed up for at 
least three events — potato sack races, 
the three-legged race, musical chairs, 
hukihuki tug of war (with the rope), slip 
and slide, sumo bubble balls and more. 
Lunch was catered by Ko Olina resort 
and Tamura Super Market. Following 
lunch, students watched a movie and ate 
ice cream and popcorn. 

 Nearly all food, drinks, games, priz-
es and supplies were purchased with 
money from families and local donors 
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Please visit our Facebook page for updated events that are
happening throughout the month here on our Westside

F. O. W. L.F. O. W. L.
FFriendsriends  OOff  WWai‘anaeai‘anae  LLibraryibrary

Continued on page 3

The Spirit of 1776The Spirit of 1776
  The 25 cent cart will be
 reloaded with new selections!

SEE PAGE 16 FOR BOTH PUBLIC LIBRARY PROGRAMS & SCHEDUALS FOR JULY

Independence Day
July 4th
Independence Day
July 4th

  The 25 cent cart will be
 reloaded with new selections!

The 4th of July holiday, which is a 
federal, state and city and county holi-
day, is right around the corner and will 
be observed on both Friday, July 3 and 
Saturday, July 4. All banks and cred-
it unions will be closed as well as the 
post office (no regular mail delivery). 
All state offices along with schools 
and public libraries will also be closed 
along with all City & County offices. 
However, the ÿöpala folks will be work-
ing, so set those cans out. 

You must have already obtained a 
permit if you plan to burn fireworks. 
Remember that they can only be set off 
between 1 to 9 pm. Due to all the recent 
rain, many areas are full of brush and 
tall grass that could mean brush fires. 
Make sure your animals are secure and 
your yards are clear of dry grass and 
combustible debris. Be prepared to put 
out small fires.

The Hawai‘i State Department of Ed-
ucation’s USDA’s Seamless Summer 
Option (SSO) program is still serving 
breakfast from 7:15 to 8:45 am and 

lunch from 10:30 a.m. to noon until 
July 17. There will be no meal service 
on July 3. Once again, all meals must 
be eaten on campus, and children do 
not have to be enrolled at a participating 
school to be served. Westside school’s 
participating in the SSO program are: 
Leihökü, Mä‘ili, Mäkaha, Nänäikapono, 
Nänäkuli Elementary, Nänäkuli High 
& Intermediate, Wai‘anae High and 
Wai‘anae Intermediate. 

Hurricane season began on June 1 and 
runs through November 30. All forecast-
ers with NOAA’s National Weather Ser-
vice as well as local television and radio 
forecasters are predicting an above-nor-
mal hurricane season for the central Pa-
cific basin this year with a possibility 
of 5-13 tropical cyclones which include 
tropical depressions, tropical storms and 
hurricanes. With all the recent weather 
oddities that we have had recently, start 
your preparations now!

Prevent “brain drain” and participate 
in the public library’s Summer Read-
ing Challenge which started on June 

1 and runs to July 31. It’s open to all 
keiki, ÿöpio, makua and kupuna. This 
summer’s theme is “E Heluhelu Käk-
ou – ‘Umeke K‘äeo” is a calabash full 
to the brim and promises to fill your 
summer with “spam-tastic” programs, 
niu-knowledge and lots of literary ad-
ventures. Our Westside public libraries 
will be celebrating with many programs 
and activities (see page 16).

For more information, please visit:
librarieshawaii.org/summerreading

With the 2026 elections approaching, 
you should receive your ballot for the 
upcoming August 8 primary election in 
the mail on or about July 21. Once again 
this is mail-in election only and bright 
yellow drop boxes will be at Wai‘anae 
District Park, Nänäkuli Public Library 
(new this year) as well as Kapolei Hale 
for you to deposit your completed bal-
lot. Once you have voted and dropped 
your ballot in the drop box, you can 

AARP Scholarship AwardsAARP Scholarship Awards

In our last issue, the question was 
asked, “Do you know why there are 
wastewater pumping trucks that hook 
up long hoses that seem to be dump-
ing raw sewage in the manhole in the 
ground oceanside by the stoplight at 
Kaukama Road in Mäÿili? If they are 
dumping wastewater, is it sanitized be-
fore they pump it out?”

We reached out to both the City & 
County of Honolulu’s Environmental 
Division as well as State of Hawai‘i for 
answers,  as there seems to be a juris-
dictional issue. As of our press date, we 
have no definitive answer but will con-

tinue to pursue and report back.
Now for this month’s nïele question, 

“What ever happened to the Nänäku-
li Museum that used to be at the back 
building of the old Nänäikapono Ele-
mentary School (now Ka Waihona)? It 
was beautifully maintained and run by 
Mrs. Kapaku and was supposed to tran-
sition to the new location of Nänäika-
pono. Is it still there and is it open to 
the public?

If you know the answer or would like  
to ask us a nïele question, e-mail us at 
wss@hawaii.rr.com and we’ll try to fea-
ture in an upcoming issue.

Kelsey Domingo, Kirra Downing, Leila Ferreira Sparks, Sally Ford, 
Madilyn Fulchiero, Leiÿa Haff, Sharon Higa, Mae Oshiro, Saydee Pojas, Maile 
Shimabukuro, Kay Smith, Kelly Stinefelt, Deborah Thierbach, Karen Young

In July WeIn July We
ARE featuringARE featuring
U.S History & U.S History & 
Landmarks.Landmarks.
 Also lots Also lots
of novelsof novels
for summerfor summer
reading.reading.

The American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) Waiÿanae Chapter awarded five 
scholarships to recognize deserving students. They are: Ry-n S. Uyeda, Hayden T. Viela, 
Shawdan Pacheco, Kalena Matthews and Karma K. Pestana. We wish all our applicants 
and graduating seniors every success in your future studies! Submitted by Kay Smith
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From the Publisher
Continued from page 2

Shop Locally
Save time 

and money by 
shopping and 

supporting local 
businesses and 
services right 
here on the 
Westside.

trace your ballot by visiting hawaii.bal-
lottrax.net/voter For those of you who 
wish to vote in person, or have a ques-
tion or problem with your ballot, you 
can visit a Voter Service Center which 
will be at Kapolei Hale and Honolulu 
Hale which will be open daily starting 
on July 27 from 8 am to 4:30 pm Mon-
days through Saturdays. If you are not 
already registered to vote, you may reg-
ister to vote and vote that day at those 

Voter Service Centers. If you don’t re-
ceive your ballot by August 1, you will 
need to update your voter registration 
by visiting elections.hawaii.gov or call 
(808) 453-VOTE (8683). 

July 31 is “Lä Hoÿihoÿi Ea — Sover-
eignty Restoration Day” which recogniz-
es the accomplishments of King Kame-

hameha III, who worked to restore the 
sovereignty of the Hawaiian Kingdom 
after a four-month occupation by the 
British in 1843. Although not an official 
state or city and county holiday, many 
groups and civic organizations will be 
holding ceremonies. Our Westside activ-
ities will be held on August 1 from 8 am 

to 4 pm at Pökaÿï Bay Beach Park. 
Hard to believe that public school is 

scheduled to start on August 3. For those 
of you who have children starting kin-
dergarten or seventh grade or have kei-
ki who plan to participate in a school’s 
sports program, make sure you schedule 
their required physicals quickly.

Submitted by Sharon Higa 
Under mostly sunny skies, Hawaiian 

Electric’s annual Solar Sprint held on 
May 5 at Kapolei Middle School drew 
nearly 90 students from five Leeward 
and West O‘ahu public schools to race 
their solar-powered cars on a 20-meter 
course in under 20 seconds. The chal-
lenge provides an opportunity for stu-
dents to learn how the power of the sun 
can be harnessed and converted to elec-
tricity, while they earn prizes for meet-
ing and exceeding the standards.

-Photo courtesy of Hawaiian Electric. 

Qiubei Wei of Wai‘anae Intermediate, shown 
here with her solar vehicle, represented our 
Westside. 

E Kala Mai Ia ÿU
Apparently, Spectrum, our internet 
provider, has decided to block all 
Gmail accounts to our original road 
runner e-mail. If you’ve been reaching 
out to us and haven’t had a response, 
that’s why. We are working with them 
and will keep you posted once this is-
sue is resolved.

HECO’s 2026HECO’s 2026
Solar SprintSolar Sprint
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e h
eluhelu Käkou
2026 Summer

Reading Challenge

Representative
Darius

Kila
House District 44
Mä‘ili, Nänäkuli,
Honokai Hale

LLegislativelyegislatively    SSpeapeakkinging

Representatives Kila and Hartsfield with students at the Office of Hawaiian Affairs ‘Aha 
‘Öpio o OHA Youth Leadership & Civic Engagement Conference.

Summer Safety and Looking Ahead
As we head into the summer months, 

work at the Legislature does not stop. 

While we continue having robust dis-
cussions on issues affecting our com-
munity and have already begun prepar-
ing for the next legislative session, I also 
recognize that for many families, sum-
mer is a time to slow down, spend time 
together, and enjoy the school break.

With students out of school and more 
families spending time at our beaches, 
parks, and neighborhoods, I want to 
remind everyone to be mindful of in-
creased pedestrian activity throughout 
our community. Whether you’re driv-

ing, biking, or walking, a little extra 
awareness can go a long way in keep-
ing our roads safe. Summer often brings 
more children crossing streets, more 
recreational activity, and more visitors 
to our coast, making safety a shared re-
sponsibility.

Creating safer roadways is not just 
about enforcement or education, it is 
also about making sure our infrastruc-
ture keeps pace with the needs of our 
growing community. That is why I was 
excited to see Governor Green release 
the first tranche of funding from the $27 
million investment announced for im-
provements along Farrington Highway.

The goal is to build upon the progress 
residents are already seeing today, in-
cluding the fifth turning lane and new 
makai-side sidewalks. Future phases 
will continue extending these improve-
ments further along Farrington High-
way, with the long-term vision of reach-

ing Hakimo Road. These investments 
are intended to improve traffic flow, 
enhance pedestrian safety, and make it 
easier for everyone to move through our 
community.

I will continue to keep residents in-
formed and engaged throughout the 
process.

I also invite you to save the date for 
our Transportation Town Hall on Sep-
tember 2 at 6 pm at Nänäkuli High & 
Intermediate School, which I will be 
hosting alongside Councilmember Tu-
pola. It will be an opportunity to discuss 
transportation priorities, hear updates, 
and share your mana‘o on the future of 
mobility in West O‘ahu.

As always, my office remains here to 
assist and serve you. If you need assis-
tance, please contact my office at (808) 
586-9480 or repkila@capitol.hawaii.gov

Mahalo for the opportunity to repre-
sent our community.

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
9:30 am Tai Chi for Arthritis and
              Fall Prevention
10:30 a.m. Cardio and Strength class
12:15-12:45 pm  Hula with Kumu ‘Aukai

Tuesday & Thursday
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Pickleball
Saturday
8 am - 9 am Yoga Flow
9:15 am - 12 noon Pickleball

Waianae Coast YMCA Kupuna Classes

Everyone is invited to TRY the Y for FREE!
For more information, contact Deborah Thierbach at 808 541-5255 or

just stop by the Wai‘anae YMCA located at 86-71 Leihoku Street!





Coming!



Last car will be taken at 1:15PM

SATURDAY
JULY 18, 2026
WAIANAE MALL 10AM - 2PM

Is your child's carseat installed properly?DON'T RISK IT!Get your child's car seat checked by ourprofessionals!
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By Lei‘a Haff
Leia.vhaff@gmail.comOut and About with Lei‘aOut and About with Lei‘a

On the Wai‘anae Coast, ‘Ölelo Ha-
wai‘i is more than language. It is mem-
ory, identity, responsibility, and a path-
way home. At Ke Kula Kaiapuni ‘O 
Nänäkuli, the Hawaiian Language Im-
mersion Program at Nänäkuli Elemen-
tary School, Kumu Kekai is helping 
keiki and ‘ohana reconnect to who they 
are, where they come from and what 
they have the power to carry forward.

For Kumu Kekai, the work is deep-
ly personal. His ‘ohana has called 
Wai‘anae home for generations, but like 
many families from Hawai‘i, hardship 
eventually forced them to leave the is-
lands. Still, the connection to place and 
culture remained strong.

“Powered with the love for our home 
and our culture, my ‘ohana eventual-
ly succeeded in returning back home 

to beautiful Wai‘anae,” Kumu Kekai 
shared. That return shaped his purpose. 
Once home, he saw many families fac-
ing familiar challenges, including pov-
erty, cultural separation, and other so-
cio-economic barriers across the coast. 
Rather than push him away, those reali-
ties called him deeper into community.

“Poverty, cultural separation, and oth-
er socio-economic challenges is what 
inspired me to become a kumu,” he said. 
“It led me to want to sink my roots deep-
er into my community and share the 
love for my culture and language with 
not only my wife and children, but with 
the future generations as well.”

At Nänäkuli, that kuleana carries 
special meaning. The Wai‘anae Coast 
is home to one of the highest popula-
tions of Native Hawaiians on O‘ahu, and 
Nänäkuli Elementary sits on Native Ha-
waiian Homestead land. In this place, Ke 
Kula Kaiapuni ‘O Nänäkuli is not just an 
educational program. It is a resource for 
restoration, continuity, and access.

The program’s impact extends be-
yond classroom walls. Over the years, 

haumäna have participated in commu-
nity outreach efforts that include giving 
away hundreds of free plants, helping 
maintain cultural sites and farms, and 
sharing free educational resources with 
the public. The program also maintains 
a mäla filled with native and Polynesian 
plants and hosts monthly volunteer days 
where students, families, and commu-
nity members learn about plants, prac-
tices, language and how plants can be 
used for food, medicine and tools.

Through ÿölelo, students learn more 

than how to speak. They learn how to 
understand the meanings carried in 
mo‘olelo, inoa, mountains, landmarks 
and the places they call home. As they 
learn about their kupuna, they begin 
to better understand themselves. That 
foundation builds confidence, pride, 
and kuleana. It prepares haumäna to 
become advocates, protectors, and war-
riors willing to preserve and perpetuate 
their home and culture.

But no program grows alone. Kumu 

Rooted in ‘Ölelo, ‘Ohana, and Place

Continued on page 16

Kumu Keikai and son Kawai sharing free plants, resources and information at the annu-
al Aloha ‘la ‘O Wai‘anae event at Wai‘anae Elementary school.



We are continuously expanding our Wildfire Safety Strategy to help reduce the risk of wildfires. Some of the actions 
we’ve taken:
n Replacing and upgrading utility poles and overhead lines 
n Utilizing the latest technology to shut power lines 
 off quickly
n Installing high-definition cameras with artificial intelligence 
 and weather stations 

n Clearing vegetation around power lines
n Deploying spotters, drones and helicopters to monitor 
 high-risk areas

WILDFIRE SAFETY & PUBLIC SAFETY POWER SHUTOFF

Protecting lives, homes
and communities

Sign up for PSPS notifications
A key component of Wildfire Safety is our Public Safety 
Power Shutoff or PSPS program. PSPS identifies areas of high
wildfire risk and can help prevent wildfires by proactively shutting 
off power.
If you live or work in areas with the following zip codes, 
contact us to receive PSPS notifications.
96792 Waianae / Mākaha / Nānākuli  96707 Kapolei
96791 Waialua  96857 Schofield Barracks
96786 Wahiawa  96759 Kunia

Homeowners and Renters
If you’re a Homeowner, please update your contact information at: hawaiianelectric.com/myaccount
If you’re a Renter, sign up for PSPS notifications here: hawaiianelectric.com/pspsalerts

Through our ongoing collaborations with first responders, community groups, government agencies and customers, 
Hawaiian Electric is committed to creating a fire-safe environment for our families and communities.

Special Medical Needs
If you depend on life support or medical equipment at home or if you have increased heating or cooling needs due to a 
medical condition, please contact us as soon as possible to ensure you receive PSPS notifications.
Go to: hawaiianelectric.com/medicalneedsalerts
Or call: 808-548-7311 on Oʻahu

Mobile App
With our mobile app, you can get important notifications, including PSPS alerts, 
plus status updates on outages. You can even access your online account. The
Hawaiian Electric mobile app is free on Apple® App Store® and Google Play ™ store.

hawaiianelectric.com/wildfiresafety
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Clubs, Community Groups and 
Civic Organizations

AARP Chapter 4936 of Wai‘anae
9:30 am on the first Friday of each month
at the Wai‘anae Community Center
(Satellite City Hall).
Contact Tim Thornton (404) 272-4225.
Aerobics (Low Impact)
4 to 5 pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at Wai‘anae District Park. For more
information, contact Flo Pell at 808-696-2776.
Aikido
Daily classes, morning, afternoon and
evening for children, teens and adults.
Call 808.202.6171 or 808.462-1118.
B&GClub Hawai‘i
    — Wai‘anae Clubhouse
Afterschool programs for youth & teens 
Grades 2nd thru 12th. Register at:
membership.bgch.com or  call 808-696-2754.

La Kōkua Ka‘ala Farm
9 am to 12 noon on the 2nd Saturday of each
month to mālama ‘āina, lo‘i and weeding.
All are welcomed! Call 808.696.4954 or check 
our website www.kaalafarm.org
Lualaulei Hawaiian Civic Club
3rd Thursday of every month at 6 pm and held 
both in-person and virtually via zoom at KS 
Learning Center in Mā‘ili. For more informa-
tion, Email: lualualeihcc808@gmail.com or visit 
our Instagram: @lualualeihcc808 or Facebook: 
Lualualei Hawaiian Civic Club.
Mākaha Bridge Club
10 am on Wednesdays and Saturdays at
Lilikoi Lounge (Mākaha Valley Country Club).
Call Kay Smith at 808-695-7844 for more
information.
Mākaha Red Hatters
2nd Monday of each month at various
restaurants along the Westside. If you would 
like to join this club, call “Queen” Gerry
Ottinger at 808-399-2594.
Maj Jongg (American style)
Tuesdays at 11 am at various locations. Call 
Coco at 808-330-4765 for more information. 
Beginners welcomed!
Nānākuli-Mā‘ilī Neighborhood Board #36
7 pm on the third Tuesday of the month
at Nānākuli Public Library’s meeting room.
Call Neighborhood Commission Office at
808-768-3710 for more information or visit
honolulu.gov/nco

St John the Baptist Church Thrift Shop
Wednesdys. from 9am-1pm
Thursday 1pm-5pm Stop by for great
bargains! To volunteer, please email
revjazzybostock@gmail.com

** Please visit our Facebook page for updated events that are happening throughout the month here on our Westside**
Veterans of Foreign Wars
VFW Post 849 (Leeward Coast)  monthly member-
ship meetings at 6:30 pm on the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month at "Beach House by 604" (Pililaau Army 
Rest Camp). Our mission is to serve our veterans, 
the military, and our community. For more informa-
tion, contact Steve Mayoral at 310-365-7048.
Wai‘anae Coast Neighborhood Board #24
6:30 pm on the 1st Tuesday of each month
at at Wai‘anae Public Library. For more infor-
mation, contact Neighborhood Commission 
Office at 808-768-3710 or visit
honolulu.gov/nco
Waianae Coast Rotary Club
12 noon on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the
month at “Beach House by 604” (PARC) Pililaau (PARC) Pililaau 
Army Rec. Center Army Rec. Center (Rest Camp)(Rest Camp). . For more 
information, contact: waianaecoastrotary.org 
or Glenn Arakawa - glenn@planbenefitshawaii.
com
Wai‘anae Farmer’s Market
Mākeke ‘Iki  9am to 12 Noon every Tuesday
at WCCHC Main Campus. 
Mākeke Wai‘anae 8 am to 12 noon every
Saturday at Wai‘anae Mall.
Formore information call 808-697-3709.
Wai‘anae Hawaiian Civic Club
5:30 to 7:30 pm on the 2nd Monday of each 
month at the KS Learning Center in Ma‘ili.
Contact waianaehawaiiancivicclub.org for 
more information.
Women of Wai‘anae
For more information visit womenofwaianae.
org or call Karen Young at 808-388-8828.
Focus is on fundraisers for non-traditional
college scholarships.

"The Pride of the Westside""The Pride of the Westside"
A monthly newspaper serving the communities of Nänäkuli,A monthly newspaper serving the communities of Nänäkuli,

Mä‘ili, Wai‘anae and MäkahaMä‘ili, Wai‘anae and Mäkaha

Subscription Form

Please check here if this is a gift subscription. We will include your name and a brief 
message with the first issue.

Sender(s) Name____________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________ State________________  Zip________________

Message:________________________________________________________________________

Please fill out form, enclose payment of $35.00 (for 12 issues)
and mail to: Westside Stories - P.O. Box 4027 - Wai‘anae, Hawai‘i 96792

Name____________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________  State________________  Zip________________
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JULY 2026 Calendar of Events

As we celebrate
our 250 years of
Independence,

we also Celebrate 29 years of Westside Stories here on the
Wai‘anae Coast

““WhatWhat ''s Ups Up”” on the Westside on the Westside
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July 3
Independence Day Holiday Observed

July 4
Independence Day Holiday
5:30 to 7:30 pm — Hot Küpuna Nights
Concert at Kahumana

July 7
5:30 to 7:30 pm — Wildfire Prep Workshop 
at KS’ Community Learning Center in Mäÿil

July 10
5 to 9 pm — Searider Grub at Waiÿanae 
High’s front parking lot.

July 18
11 am — Dave Del Rocco Stories From 
Around the World at Waiÿanae Library

**Please Note — We will be updating our Clubs, 
Community Groups and Civic Organizations 
section. If you want your listing to continue, 
please e-mail us by 7/24. Mahalo!

July 21
5:30 to 7:30 pm — Wildfire Prep Workshop 
at KS’ Community Learning Center in Mäÿili

July 23
6 to 7 pm — Jeff Peterson Slack Key Guitar 
Concert at Nänäkuli Public Library
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INPEACE

The team behind The Waianae Store's first bagging competition celebrated a success-
ful event, supported by customers, employees, and family members on May 28, 2026.

The Waianae Store Found its Best Baggers!
Submitted by Leila Ferreira Sparks

Imagine getting your groceries 
bagged by the best baggers in the state. 
You can experience this at The Waianae 
Store and Friendly Market Center. 

The Hawaii Food Industry Associ-
ation (HFIA) introduced the state to 
“The Best Bagger” Competition on June 
6. Prior to that day, an internal contest 
was held to determine who would rep-
resent The Waianae Store and Nanakuli 
Super at the state competition.

The store-level competition was fierce 
as only one of the ten participating ca-
shiers would advance. The winner was 
not necessarily going to be the fastest 
bagger. Contestants were judged on 
speed, proper bag building technique, 

distribution of weight, and presentation. 
Headed by Assistant Store Manager 

Jarred Campos, a team of admin, buy-
ers and managers, ran the competition. 
This team took on the roles of coaches, 
timers, judges, and set up crew. It was 
truly a collaborative effort bringing ev-
eryone together. 

On May 28th, an enthusiastic crowd 
of customers and employees cheered 
on the final four contestants. After 
countless hours of practice to improve 
her skills, Kimberly Sparks emerged as 
The Waianae Store champion. 

At the state competition Kimberly 
delivered another impressive perfor-
mance, finishing in second place and 
earning $500. The champion Austin 
Kaalekahi came from The Waianae 
Store's sister company Friendly Market 
Center on Molokai. Austin won $1000 
and a trip to Las Vegas where he will 
represent Hawai‘i at the National Gro-
cers Association (NGA) national com-
petition. 

Kimberly performs exceptional ser-
vice with friendly efficiency in her dai-
ly duties and was excited to showcase 
her talents competitively. The Waianae 
Store is proud to have Kimberly serve 
you as our best bagger.

Hale Nänäikeola 
Continued from front page

ing space for learning, cultural con-
nection and growth for generations to 
come, while expanding educational op-
portunities and strengthening programs 
across the Wai‘anae Coast.

As INPEACE enters its second year 
at Nänäikeola, the organization remains 
committed to deepening its impact and 
building pathways that uplift individ-
uals, families, and the broader West 
O‘ahu community. To join the mission, 
visit www.inpeace.org and don’t forget 
to save the date for INPEACE’s 6th an-
nual Jubilee fundraiser on October 3.

City and County of Honolulu
TheTheHandi-VanHandi-Van

To get more information aboutTo get more information about
TheHandi-Van eligibility process,TheHandi-Van eligibility process,

call 808-538-0033.call 808-538-0033.

Mäkeke Vendor, Hüpëkole & Co., with their 
handcrafted eco-conscious earrings and 
accessories
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Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communi-
cation, or a modification of policies or procedures to participate in a pro-
gram, service, or activity should contact library staff as soon as possible. 
Advance requests 48 hours or more before the event are encouraged 
but not required. All programs are subject to change. See a schedule of 
upcoming events at librarieshawaii.org/events.

Out and About
Continued from page 10

SBA Field Day
Continued from front page

Kekai credits ‘ohana and the wider com-
munity for helping Ke Kula Kaiapuni 
‘O Nänäkuli thrive. Local nonprofits, 
cultural learning centers, practitioners, 
farmers, local leaders, and community 

partners help expand student learning 
through field trips, guest speaking, col-
laboration, and hands-on experiences.

Parents are another pillar. Many en-
trust their keiki to Hawaiian language 
immersion even when they themselves 
do not speak ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i.

Looking ahead, Kumu Kekai’s great-

est hope is to see Ke Kula Kaiapuni 
‘O Nänäkuli grow into a full K to 12 
school. He said many Wai‘anae students 
currently have to travel far from home 
to continue their Hawaiian language ed-
ucation.

At Nänäkuli, language is not only 
being taught. It is being returned. And 

on the Wai‘anae Coast, through keiki, 
‘ohana, kumu, and community— it is 
taking root again.

Relay races at the event were made more 
interesting with the addition of water buck-
ets, which were a necessary way for both 
students and staff to cool down.

— or donated from businesses them-
selves. This event was part of a long 
effort to frame the 11th grade as a year 
of learning, growth and celebration, 
rather than merely anxiety and testing. 
This was the first SBA Field Day, but 
we are looking to make the event annu-
al as a routine motivator for students to 
have solid attendance, try their best and 
demonstrate academic growth.

A special shoutout goes to students 
Daniel Mataiumu, Jaeani-Love Lee, 
Mylee Cyrus Young and Tyler Perez and 
for securing the highest scores in math 
and English, and the highest growth in 
math and English, respectively. Thank 
you to the staff and community members 
who made this awesome event possible! 


